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Hope for the New Year 

21  But this I call to mind,  and therefore I have hope:  

22  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;  

23  they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  (Lamentations 3:21-23) 
 

Pastor Jim Brown 

Last year we removed our literature 

table to limit sources of infection. Last 

month, we restored the table and 

replenished the literature. Donna took a 

few tracts and shared the gospel with her grandchildren. Alex and Alayna 

prayed to trust Christ for salvation! Please pray as they begin their life with Jesus. 

Pray, too, for their parents and Donna as she cares for her family. 

Crossroads had a great time celebrating Christmas last 

month! Carl, Barbara and Suzette coordinated the annual banquet. They did 

a great job! Everyone had fun and felt included. And, we enjoyed gathering 

for Candles & Carols on Christmas Eve. These hallmark events help folks reflect 

on the true meaning of Christmas. For some, the 

church is their only family,  

Crossroads is looking forward to a Friendship 

Brunch this month! Please pray for those planning, 

promoting and serving at the event. Ask the Lord 

to connect us with friends who need to know 

Jesus. Pray that some would trust Christ as Savior. And please ask the 

Lord to grow His church. 
 

Pastor Pete Forshtay 

It has been a fun month celebrating the Advent with family, 

friends and our church! 

We held a Christmas party at our home, attended mostly by our 

midweek Bible study participants, but was opened to our whole 

church family. We were pleased to see a few faces make it out to the party and 

were sure to extend the invite to midweek discipleship in the new year. 

We continue to work the Design for Discipleship series together, and it has been 

such a warm and inviting atmosphere that our folks have felt comfortable 

inviting their family, friends and coworkers to check it out, perhaps more so than 

Sunday morning services. Maybe there is a lesson there we have to learn.  
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Perhaps, you can come worship with us and jot down things that we ought to address. Either way, 

we hope to see further growth and maturity in our people. 

We used a cold and rainy Saturday morning to install our banners 

containing our church’s new name, Often enough, we have people 

who will visit saying they didn’t know this was a church building. 

Having been built as a post office with an old flagpole mounted to 

the side of the building, and used as a water ice factory, the 

confusion is understandable as to the use and purpose of our 

building. We do have need for bigger and more obvious signage on 

the outside of our place, and perhaps to exchange the flagpole for 

a cross, but those things will be addressed with time and provision. 

For now, we’re happy to have installed the new banners. 

This month, we are celebrating communion, and are finally using our newly renovated and partially 

furnished basement. It is exciting to have a usable space once again! 
 

Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

God is always at work even when I am not. Even when I rest, 

God is still at work with unfathomable resources and strength. He 

draws hearts into relationship with him; I am a vessel carrying his Gospel to the world. That reality is 

immensely comforting to me as I go about the work God has called my family to in Allentown. 

God has been deepening the relationship that 

Allentown Bible Church has with Lighthouse 

Church, which gathers only six minutes from 

where we meet on Sundays. We’ve been 

continuing to combine our youth groups at 

their location and also combined for two 

Sunday gatherings - one at their place and 

one at ours. We’re prayerfully considering how 

God would have us combine even more. 

Our homeless 

outreach will kick into high gear over the winter. These are the months 

where we step into that ministry in some unique ways; we continue to 

go to the homeless instead of have them come to us. Especially in bad 

weather, we will seek to minister to “rough sleepers” (those who sleep in 

tents all year). We’ll carry out sources of heat, water, and warm food. 

Thank you for praying! We saw prayers answered in powerful ways. Our 

vehicle with AWD needed a 

considerable amount of work. A Christian businessman 

provided almost all the funds needed to purchase a used 

Honda Pilot! That will allow this ministry to continue in the snow.  

God has also developed my family’s relationship with Mark. 

Before he was homeless, he was an accomplished actor. He 

joined us for Jenna and Owen’s play and delighted in being 

around theater again.  

Thank you for praying! We are seeing answers! Ask the Lord to 

use planted seeds to bring about belief in Jesus as the Son of God and the Savior of the world.  
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